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Abstract. We study cosmological perturbations in two-field inflation, allowing
for non-standard kinetic terms. We calculate analytically the spectra of curvature
and isocurvature modes at Hubble crossing, up to first order in the slow-roll
parameters. We also compute numerically the evolution of the curvature and
isocurvature modes from well within the Hubble radius until the end of inflation.
We show explicitly for a few examples, including the recently proposed model
of ‘roulette’ inflation, how isocurvature perturbations affect significantly the
curvature perturbation between Hubble crossing and the end of inflation.
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Inflation provides a simple and elegant scenario for the early Universe (see e.g. [1] for
a recent textbook presentation). Although single-field inflation models are perfectly
compatible with the present cosmological data, many early universe models based on
high energy physics, in particular ones derived from supergravity or string theory, usually
involve many scalar fields which can have non-standard kinetic terms. This is why
multi-field inflationary scenarios, where several scalar fields play a dynamical role during
inflation, have received some attention in the literature (see e.g. [2]–[13]). However, except
for a few specific models, predicting the spectra of primordial perturbations is, in general,
a non-trivial task, in contrast with the case for single-field models.
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The main reason is that the curvature (or adiabatic) perturbation, which is generated
during inflation and eventually observed, can evolve on super-Hubble scales in multi-
field inflation whereas it remains frozen in single-field inflation. This is due to the
presence of additional perturbation modes, often called isocurvature (or entropy) modes,
corresponding to relative perturbations between the various scalar fields, which act as
a source term in the evolution equation for the curvature perturbation. This property
was first pointed out in [6] in the context of Brans–Dicke inflation. This phenomenon
occurs during inflation and affects the final curvature perturbation at the end of inflation,
independently whether isocurvature modes survive or not after inflation.
The purpose of the present work is to study in detail how the isocurvature
perturbations, present during inflation, affect the curvature perturbations, both at Hubble
crossing and in the subsequent evolution on super-Hubble scales. Since our intention is to
stress some qualitative properties specific to multi-field inflation, we have chosen to restrict
our study to the case of two scalar fields. Moreover, we consider models where a non-
standard kinetic term is allowed for one of the scalar fields. This includes, in particular,
scenarios motivated by supergravity and string theory, which have been recently proposed
(see, e.g., [14]–[18]).
The production of adiabatic and isocurvature modes for two-field inflation with
a generic potential, in the slow-roll approximation, was studied in [19] where a
decomposition into adiabatic and isocurvature modes was introduced. Models with non-
standard kinetic terms for inflatons have been studied in the slow-roll approximation
in [9] and [11], and the adiabatic isocurvature decomposition technique of [19] was later
extended to such two-field models in [20] and [21]. Very recently, two-field inflation with
standard kinetic terms was investigated in [22] at next-to-leading order correction in a
slow-roll expansion and it was also shown that the adiabatic and isocurvature modes at
Hubble crossing are correlated at first order in slow-roll parameters. In parallel to these
analytical studies, a numerical study of the evolution of adiabatic and isocurvature was
presented in [23] and [24].
In the present work, we extend the previous analyses in the following directions.
First, we present a detailed analysis of the correlation of adiabatic and isocurvature just
after Hubble crossing, both analytically and numerically. This correlation was in general
supposed to vanish in most previous works, except in the numerical study [23] and the
analytical work [22], both in the context of canonical kinetic terms. Here, we extend
the analysis with non-standard kinetic terms. We compute analytically the spectra and
correlation at Hubble crossing in the slow-roll approximation, by taking special care of
the time dependence shortly after Hubble crossing.
Second, we study numerically the whole evolution of adiabatic and isocurvature
perturbations from within the Hubble radius until the end of inflation. This allows us
to go beyond the slow-roll approximation which is needed to derive analytical results.
Our numerical study enables us to see precisely how isocurvature perturbations can be
transferred into adiabatic perturbations during the inflationary phase depending on the
background trajectory in field space. We illustrate this behaviour by studying numerically
three models. The last one is the so-called ‘roulette’ inflation model, which has been
proposed recently [14].
The plan of the paper is the following. Section 2 presents the class of models we
consider and gives the homogeneous equations of motion as well as the equations governing
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the perturbations. Section 3 is devoted to the study of the perturbations from deep inside
the Hubble radius until a few e-folds after Hubble crossing. We then discuss, in section 4,
analytical methods to determine the evolution of the perturbations on super-Hubble scales.
Section 5 is devoted to the numerical study of the evolution of the perturbations, which
is compared with the analytical estimates of the previous sections. We finally draw our
conclusions in section 6.
2. The model
In this paper, we study models with two scalar fields, in which one of the scalar fields has
















μχ) − V (φ, χ)
]
, (1)
where MP is the reduced Planck mass, MP ≡ (8πG)−1/2. This type of action usually
appears when χ corresponds to an axionic component. It is also motivated by generalized
Einstein theories [6, 11]. When b(φ) = 0 one recovers standard kinetic terms for the two
fields. In this section, we give the equations of motion for the homogeneous fields and
then for the linear perturbations, following the results (and notation) of [20] and [21],
where the same type of models was considered.
2.1. Homogeneous equations
Let us start with the homogeneous equations of motion. We assume a spatially flat FLRW
(Friedmann–Lemâıtre–Robertson–Walker) geometry, with metric
ds2 = −dt2 + a(t)2 dx2, (2)
where t is the cosmic time. One can also define the comoving time τ =
∫
dt/a(t).
The equations of motion for the scale factor and the homogeneous fields read
φ̈ + 3Hφ̇ + Vφ = bφe
2bχ̇2, (3)
χ̈ + (3H + 2bφφ̇)χ̇ + e




















where H ≡ ȧ/a and a dot stands for a derivative with respect to the cosmic time t and a
subscript index φ or χ denotes a derivative with respect to the corresponding field.
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and





We now discuss the linear perturbations of our model (one can find a detailed presentation
of the theory of cosmological perturbations in e.g. [1, 25, 26] and a pedagogical introduction
in e.g. [27]). For simplicity, we shall directly work in the longitudinal gauge. In the absence
of anisotropic stress (the off-diagonal spatial components of the stress-energy tensor),
which is the case when matter consists of scalar fields, the metric in the longitudinal
gauge is of the form
ds2 = −(1 + 2Φ) dt2 + a2(1 − 2Φ) dx2, (10)
where only scalar perturbations are taken into account.
We now decompose the scalar fields into their homogeneous (background) parts and
the perturbations:
φ(t,x) = φ(t) + δφ(t,x) and χ(t,x) = χ(t) + δχ(t,x). (11)
We shall work with the Fourier components of the perturbations, δφk(t) and δχk(t),
routinely omitting the subscript k to shorten the expressions. The perturbed Klein–
Gordon equations read




+ Vφφ − (bφφ + 2b2φ)χ̇2e2b
]
δφ + Vφχδχ − 2bφe2bχ̇ ˙δχ = 4φ̇Φ̇ − 2VφΦ
(12)
and






δχ + 2bφχ̇ ˙δφ
+
[
e−2b (Vχφ − 2bφVχ) + 2bφφφ̇χ̇
]
δφ = 4χ̇Φ̇ − 2e−2bVχΦ. (13)
The energy and the momentum constraints, given by Einstein equations, are,
respectively:
3H(Φ̇ + HΦ) + ḢΦ +
k2
a2
Φ = − 1
2M2P
[
φ̇ ˙δφ + e2bχ̇ δ̇χ + bφe
2bχ̇2δφ + Vφδφ + Vχδχ
]
, (14)




φ̇ δϕ + e2bχ̇ δχ
)
. (15)
It is convenient, instead of using the perturbations δφ and δχ, defined here in the
longitudinal gauge, to introduce the so-called gauge-invariant Mukhanov–Sasaki variables:
Qφ ≡ δφ +
φ̇
H




which can be identified with the scalar field perturbations in the flat gauge.
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Substituting (16) into (12), (13) and using the background equations of motion as
well as the energy and momentum constraints, one finds






Qφ + CφχQχ = 0, (17)






Qχ + CχφQφ = 0, (18)
where we have defined the following background-dependent coefficients:



































































The two equations (17) and (18) form a closed system for the two gauge-invariant
quantities Qφ and Qχ.
2.3. Decomposition into adiabatic and entropy components
As originally proposed in [19], in order to facilitate the interpretation of the evolution of
cosmological perturbations, it can be useful to decompose the scalar field perturbations
along the two directions respectively parallel and orthogonal to the homogeneous
trajectory in field space. The projection parallel to the trajectory is usually called
the adiabatic, or curvature, component while the orthogonal projection corresponds to
the entropy, or isocurvature, component. Note that there was a semantic shift in the
terminology since one used to call adiabatic and entropy modes during inflation the two
particular solutions for the perturbations that would match after inflation, respectively,
to the adiabatic and isocurvature modes defined in the radiation era. This terminology is
used for example in the papers on double inflation such that [5] and [10].
This decomposition into instantaneous adiabatic and entropy components, introduced
in [19], has recently been extended [28] to fully non-linear perturbations in the context
of the covariant non-linear formalism introduced in [29, 30]. Here, we consider only the
decomposition at the linear level, but since we allow for non-standard kinetic terms, we
will need to generalize the equations to such a case, as was done in [20]. Let us recall here
the main results.
The essential idea is to introduce the linear combinations
δσ ≡ cos θ δφ + sin θ eb δχ and δs ≡ −sin θ δφ + cos θ eb δχ, (23)
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where
cos θ ≡ φ̇
σ̇





φ̇2 + e2bχ̇2. (24)
The notation σ̇, δσ is just used for convenience; these do not refer to any scalar field σ.
Instead of δσ, it is in fact more convenient to work directly with the Mukhanov–Sasaki
variables and therefore to define
Qσ ≡ cos θ Qφ + sin θ eb Qχ and δs ≡ −sin θ Qφ + cos θ eb Qχ, (25)
by noting that




In the so-called comoving gauge, the perturbation Qσ is directly related to the three-
dimensional curvature of the constant time space-like slices. This gives the gauge-invariant




The perturbation δs, called the isocurvature perturbation, is automatically gauge
invariant. It is sometimes convenient, by analogy with the curvature perturbation, to




In field space, Qσ corresponds to perturbations parallel to the velocity vector (φ̇, e
bχ̇),
while δs to the orthogonal ones.
Introducing the adiabatic and entropy ‘vectors’ in field space, respectively
EIσ =
(




−sin θ, e−b cos θ
)
, I = {φ, χ} , (29)
one can define various derivatives of the potential with respect to the adiabatic and entropy
directions. Assuming an implicit summation on the indices I (and J), the first order
derivatives are defined as
Vσ = E
I
σVI , Vs = E
I
s VI , (30)













s VIJ . (31)
By combining the two Klein–Gordon equations for the background fields, (3) and (4),
one gets the background equations of motion along the adiabatic and entropy directions,
respectively,
σ̈ + 3Hσ̇ + Vσ = 0, (32)
θ̇ = −Vs
σ̇
− bφσ̇ sin θ, (33)
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while the equations of motion for the perturbations read:









δ̇s + Cσs δs = 0, (34)








Q̇σ + CsσQσ = 0, (35)
with

































θVσ − c3θVs), (37)



















where sθ ≡ sin θ and cθ ≡ cos θ.
The above system ((34), (35)) consists of two coupled second order differential
equations involving only Qσ and δs. In order to relate these variables to the metric
perturbation Φ defined in the longitudinal gauge, it is useful to use the Poisson-like
constraint, which follows from the energy and momentum constraints (14) and (15),
k2
a2
Φ = − 1
2M2P
εm, (40)
where εm is the comoving energy density and can be expressed as






σ̇Qσ + VσQσ + 2Vsδs. (41)
2.4. Perturbation spectra
The inflationary observables are customarily expressed in terms of power spectra and
correlation functions. Given their origin as quantum fluctuations, the perturbations can





PQσ(k)δ(k − k′), 〈δs∗k δsk′〉 =
2π2
k3
Pδs(k)δ(k − k′), (42)




CQσ δs(k)δ(k − k′). (43)
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3. Evolution of perturbations inside the Hubble radius
In order to study the generation of perturbations from vacuum fluctuations, we start, for
a given comoving wavenumber k, at an instant ti (or τi) during inflation when the physical
wavenumber k/a is much bigger than the Hubble parameter H . Our initial conditions are












for initial adiabatic and isocurvature fluctuations, respectively. These two initial
fluctuations are statistically independent because the corresponding equations of motion
are decoupled in the limit k  aH .
Although the adiabatic and entropy fluctuations are initially, i.e. deep inside the
Hubble radius, statistically independent, this is, in general, no longer the case at Hubble
crossing. In the context of two-field inflation with canonical kinetic terms, this point has
been stressed in the numerical analysis of [23] and studied analytically in [22].
In the following, we extend the analysis of [22] to non-canonical kinetic terms.
3.1. Equations in the slow-roll approximation
We start with the perturbations Qσ and δs, whose dynamics is described by equations (34)
and (35). Using the conformal time τ and introducing the variables
uσ = a Qσ, us = a δs, (45)


































uσ = 0, (47)
where the four coefficients CIJ are given in equations (36)–(39) and a prime denotes a
derivative with respect to the conformal time τ .
Let us now discuss the slow-roll approximation. The only difference with respect to
the case with canonical kinetic terms will arise from some of the terms depending on the
derivatives of b. In the slow-roll approximation, one can use the relation
Vs
σ̇
= Hησs − bφσ̇s3θ, (48)
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In equations (50) and (51), we have kept only the terms linear in bφ, i.e. proportional to ξ,
and neglected the terms quadratic in bφ as well as the terms proportional to bφφ. We thus
treat ξ on the same footing as the other slow-roll parameters. In order to emphasize the
difference between generalized kinetic terms and canonical kinetic terms, we have however
separated the terms proportional ξ from the others.
The system of equations (49) that we have obtained is of the form
u′′ + 2Lu′ + Qu = 0. (53)
The matrix coefficient for the first order time derivative is 2L = 2E/τ , where E is
an antisymmetric matrix, linear in the slow-roll parameters. Let us introduce a time-
dependent orthogonal matrix R which satisfies R′ = −LR. Note that this is possible only
if L is an antisymmetric matrix. Re-expressing the above equation (53) in terms of a new
matrix vector v, defined by u = Rv, one can eliminate the terms proportional to the first
order time derivative and we obtain the following equation
v′′ + R−1
(
−L2 − L′ + Q
)
Rv = 0. (54)
At linear order in the slow-roll parameters, one finds
−L2 − L′  1
τ 2
E. (55)
Therefore, apart from the trivial part proportional to the identity matrix, the combination
−L2 − L′ + Q contains
1
τ 2




−2ε + ησσ + ξs2θcθ ησs − ξs3θ
ησs − ξs3θ ηss − ξcθ(1 + s2θ)
)
, (56)
which is a symmetric matrix.
We now assume that the slow-roll parameters vary sufficiently slowly during the few
e-folds when the given scale crosses out the Hubble radius. We thus replace the time-
dependent matrix on the right-hand side of (56) by the same matrix evaluated at Hubble
crossing, i.e. for k = aH , and the only remaining time dependence appears in the global




cos Θ∗ − sin Θ∗




R̃−1∗ (M + E) R̃∗ = Diag(λ̃1, λ̃2). (58)
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In particular, one can easily compute the following linear combinations, which will be
useful later:
λ̃1 + λ̃2 = 3 (ησσ + ηss − 2ε − ξcθ) , (59)





(λ̃1 − λ̃2) cos 2Θ∗ = 3
(
ησσ − ηss − 2ε + ξcθ(1 + 2s2θ)
)
, (61)
where the right-hand sides of the three above equations are evaluated at k = aH .
Similarly, the rotation matrix R is slowly varying per e-fold, since (dR/d ln a)RT =
E, where E is linear in slow-roll parameters. Around Hubble crossing, one can thus replace
R by its value R∗ at Hubble crossing.
By introducing
w = R̃−1∗ R∗v, (62)







wA = 0, (A = 1, 2) , (63)
with

















μ is the Hankel function of the first kind of order μ and the eA are two
independent normalized Gaussian random variables so that
〈eA(k)〉 = 0, 〈eA(k)e∗B(k′)〉 = δABδ(3)(k − k′). (67)
Using the independence of the variables w1 and w2, one can express the correlations
for the variables uσ and us around Hubble crossing time as
a2〈Q†σQσ〉 = cos2 Θ∗〈w
†
1w1〉 + sin2 Θ∗〈w
†
2w2〉, (68)







a2〈δs†δs〉 = sin2 Θ〈w†1w1〉 + cos2 Θ〈w
†
2w2〉, (70)











































sin2 Θ∗ F1(−kτ) + cos2 Θ∗F2(−kτ)
]
, (74)
where we have used
a  −1 + ε∗
H∗τ
. (75)
At this stage, it is worth noting that our derivation is still valid if the parameter ηss, which
corresponds to the curvature of the potential along the direction orthogonal to the field
trajectory, is not small. In this case, the entropy fluctuations are effectively suppressed
and only adiabatic fluctuations are generated. As far as the perturbations are concerned,
this particular situation is similar to the single-field case.
A further simplification occurs when λA  1, in which case μA  32 + λA. The




















Using the relations (59)–(61) and (64), we finally get for the curvature and entropy






(1 + k2τ 2)
[
1 − 2ε∗ +
(






























(1 + k2τ 2)
[
1 − 2ε∗ +
(








Let us comment these results. First, one can verify that, for canonical kinetic terms
(i.e. ξ = 0), we recover the results of [22] if we replace the factor (1 + k2τ 2) by 1 and
the function f(−kτ) by the number C = 2 − ln2 − γ  0.7296, where γ  0.5772 is
the Euler–Mascheroni constant. Our final expression depends explicitly on τ and allows
us a more precise estimate of the spectra around the time of Hubble crossing. As we
will see explicitly later, there are some inflationary scenarios where the amplitude of the
curvature perturbation spectrum evolves very quickly after Hubble crossing and never
reaches its asymptotic value (corresponding to the limit kτ → 0). In these cases, one
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needs to evaluate more precisely the amplitude around Hubble crossing, which our more
detailed formula enables to do.
Another difference with [22] is that we derived the adiabatic and isocurvature spectra
by working directly with the equations for the adiabatic and entropy components, instead
of working with the initial scalar fields.
4. Evolution of perturbations on super-Hubble scales
When the isocurvature modes are suppressed, for instance if the effective mass along the
isocurvature direction is large with respect to the Hubble parameter the final adiabatic









where all the quantities are evaluated at Hubble crossing. The simplification works
because, in this particular situation where isocurvature fluctuations are absent, the
curvature perturbation remains frozen on super-Hubble scales.
If isocurvature modes are present however, they will affect the super-Hubble evolution
of the adiabatic perturbations because they will act as a source term on the right-hand
side of the equation governing the evolution of the curvature perturbation [7] (and [28]
for the non-linear generalization).
In order to obtain the final power spectra and correlations, and to compare the
predictions of a multi-inflaton model with observations, one must then solve the coupled
system of differential equations (34) and (35). In general, a numerical approach is
necessary and will be considered section 5. In some particular cases, within the slow-
roll approximation, one can solve analytically the equations of motion on super-Hubble
scales. We now discuss these cases in the rest of this section.
Following [21], we can then write equations (34) and (35) in the slow-roll
approximation as:
Q̇σ  AHQσ + BHδs and δ̇s  DHδs, (82)
where:
A = −ησσ + 2ε − ξcθs2θ, (83)




D = −ηss + ξcθ(1 + s2θ). (85)
Qualitatively, it is clear that if the isocurvature perturbations do not decay very fast, there
is a strong interaction between the adiabatic and isocurvature perturbations, whenever
the coefficient B becomes large, i.e. when the classical trajectory makes a sharp turn in
the field space or when ξ is relatively large and inflation is driven at least partially by the
field χ (sθ 
= 0). For constant A, B, D, the equations (82) can be solved explicitly to give
Qσ(N)  eANQσ∗ +
B
D − A(e
DN − eAN )δs∗ and δs(N)  eDNδs∗, (86)
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where N stands for the number of e-folds after Hubble crossing. Taking into account that
(H/σ̇)  (H∗/σ̇∗)e−AN , we can express the power spectra and correlations as:






















P(a)S (N)  P̄S∗ e2γ∗N , (89)
where γ = D−A. The quantities P̄R∗, C̄RS∗ and P̄S∗ correspond to the asymptotic limit,
i.e. when kτ → 0, of the expressions (78)–(80).
The use of this approximation is in practice rather limited because it relies on the
assumption that the slow-roll parameters are time independent between Hubble crossing
and the final time. In most cases, this approximation, which we call constant slow-
roll approximation, holds only for a few e-folds and breaks down long before the end of
inflation.
In some simple inflationary models, there exists an analytical approach to compute
analytically the evolution of the perturbations on super-Hubble scales. This is the case
for double inflation with canonical kinetic terms (i.e. b = 0) and potential







where the equations of motion for the metric perturbation Φ and the two scalar field
perturbations can be integrated explicitly in the slow-roll approximation and on super-
Hubble scales [5] (this can be seen as a particular case within a more general context































where C1 and C3 are time-independent constants of integration.
The curvature and isocurvature perturbations during inflation are respectively
R = Φ + H χ̇ δχ + φ̇ δφ
χ̇2 + φ̇2
, S = H φ̇ δχ − χ̇ δφ
χ̇2 + φ̇2
. (93)
By plugging the solutions (91) and (92) into the above expressions, one obtains the explicit
evolution of the adiabatic and isocurvature perturbations, knowing that the background
evolution is given by
χ = 2MP
√
s sin α, φ = 2MP
√





where s = − ln(a/ae) is the number of e-folds between a given instant and the end of
inflation, and R ≡ mχ/mφ.
Note that the isocurvature perturbation S that we have defined during inflation,
following other works, is proportional but does not coincide with the isocurvature
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perturbation Srad defined during the radiation era. In the scenario discussed in [10],
where the heavy field χ decays into dark matter, the isocurvature perturbation Srad =
















Another method to calculate the final curvature perturbations is the so-called δN
formalism [31]–[33]. In practice however, this method requires the expression of the
number of e-folds as a function of the initial values of the scalar fields and except in
a few simple cases where this expression can be determined analytically, a numerical
approach is also needed in the general case. Moreover, the approach we have adopted
allows to follow not only the evolution of the curvature perturbation but also that of the
isocurvature perturbation. This is important if some isocurvature perturbations survive
after the end of inflation. Their evolution then depends on the details of the processes
which occur at the end inflation and after, in particular the reheating (or preheating)
processes, which goes beyond the scope of this study.
5. Numerical analysis
In section 3, we studied the spectra and correlations of the perturbations in the vicinity
of the Hubble crossing and we obtained analytic approximations (78)–(80). The aim
of the present section is to confront these expressions with the result of a numerical
integration of the equations of motion (34), (35). We would also like to study numerically
the super-Hubble dynamics of the perturbations, which is often the only way to calculate
the inflationary observables such as the spectral index ns with a precision required by the
present and forthcoming observations.
5.1. Numerical procedure
Our numerical procedure, similar to that of [23], is the following. In order to take into
account the statistical independence of the adiabatic and isocurvature perturbations deep
inside the Hubble radius, we integrate equations (34) and (35) twice: first with the initial
value of Qσ corresponding to the Minkowski-like vacuum and δs = 0, then with the
initial value of δs corresponding to the Minkowski-like vacuum and Qσ = 0. Unless
stated otherwise, we impose the initial conditions eight e-folds before the Hubble crossing.
The initial conditions also include the slow roll for the background fields. The evolution
proceeds along a background trajectory which provides a sufficient number of e-folds before
the end of inflation (50–60, depending on the model). We identify the end of inflation, at
which we terminate the evolution, when ε = 1. As the outcome of the first (second) run,
we obtain the curvature and entropy perturbations, R1 and S1 (R2 and S2). We then
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Figure 1. Examples of classical inflationary trajectories for double inflation with
canonical kinetic terms (left), double inflation with non-canonical kinetic terms
(center) and roulette inflation (right). The details of the models are described in
section 5.2. Subsequent tens of e-folds are indicated along the curves.
We shall sometimes describe the correlations using the relative correlation coefficient:
C̃ = |CRS |√
PRPS
. (99)
The value of C̃ lies between 0 and 1, and it indicates to what extent the final curvature
perturbations result from the interactions with the isocurvature perturbations.
5.2. Examples of inflationary models
There is an enormous number of examples of inflationary models. Here we restrict our
analysis to just three cases described below. We will use these examples to check the
analytical results of the preceding sections and to illustrate some generic features in the
evolution of adiabatic and isocurvature perturbations.
5.2.1. Double inflation with canonical kinetic terms. Double inflation (with b = 0) is
certainly the most thoroughly studied example of multi-field inflation. It employs the
potential







In order to make definite calculations, we set 7mφ = mχ and we choose the initial
conditions φi = χi (later we shall also comment on the case φi = 50χi), eight e-folds
before the scale we consider leaves the Hubble radius, after which inflation goes on for
about ∼60 e-folds. The classical trajectory in field space is shown in figure 1. In our
example, the trajectory is strongly bent roughly 35th e-folds after the Hubble crossing.
As we shall see, it is at this moment when the adiabatic perturbations are strongly fed by
the isocurvature ones.
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5.2.2. Double inflation with non-canonical kinetic terms. In order to concentrate just on the
effects due to the non-canonical nature of the kinetic terms, we consider a very simple
generalization of the previous example by taking b(φ) = −φ/MP and mφ = mχ in (100).
We choose the initial conditions so that φi = 0. Then it is almost exclusively the field
χ which slides down to the minimum of the potential during inflation, but due to non-
canonicality of the kinetic terms, the interaction of χ with φ drives the latter slightly away
from zero. The classical trajectory in the field space is shown in figure 1.
5.2.3. Roulette inflation. Recently, inflation in the large volume compactification scheme
in the type IIB string theory model has been investigated in [14] (see also [34]). In our
notation, this model can be effectively described by














where ψ(φ) = (φ/MP)
4/3 and b0, Vi, βi are functions of the parameters of the underlying
string model. A generic feature of the potential (102) is that it has an infinite number
of minima arranged periodically in χ and a plateau for large values of φ, admitting a
large variety of inflationary trajectories, which may end at different minima even if they
originate from neighbouring points in the field space—hence the model has been dubbed
roulette inflation. In this work, we adopt the parameter set no. 1 (in Planck units:
b0 = −11; V0 = 9.0 × 10−14; V1 = 3.2 × 10−4; V2 = 1.1 × 10−5; and β1 = 9.4 × 105;
β2 = 2π/3) from [14] and choose the particular inflationary trajectory shown in figure 1.
For this trajectory, the factor bφMP is rather large, of the order 10
3, but the effect of the
non-canonical kinetic terms is strongly suppressed by a very small value of ε on the plateau
of the potential. The smallness of ε also suppresses the energy scale of inflation and one
needs a smaller number of e-folds than in the models described above. For definiteness, we
assumed that there are ∼50 e-folds between the moment that the scale of interest crosses
the Hubble radius and the end of inflation.
5.3. Numerical results for the perturbations
For the three inflationary models described in section 5.2, we performed the numerical
analysis, as described in section 5.1. Here, we discuss the outcome for the spectra and
correlations in figures 2–4. In the right panel of each figure we plot the evolution of PR
and PS , normalized to the single-field result PsfR given in equation (81), as well as the
evolution of the correlation coefficient C̃ defined in (99) and the parameter B, defined
in (84), which is the coupling between the isocurvature and the curvature perturbations.
These quantities are plotted as functions of the number of e-folds N after Hubble crossing.
Left panels of each figures 2–4 are basically close-ups of the right ones to the vicinity of
the Hubble crossing. There, we plot the evolution of PR, PS and CRS , normalized to the
single-field result PsfR given in equation (81). These are shown as functions of the variable
(k/aH)−1 which allows us to compare directly the numerical results with the predictions
of the equations (78)–(80). Note that in the leading order in the slow-roll parameters
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Figure 2. Predictions for the spectra and correlations of the perturbations in
double inflation with canonical kinetic terms. Thick lines show the numerical
results for PR, PS and CRS or C̃ normalized to the single-field result (81),
respectively. Circles, stars and squares indicate the predictions of equations (78),
(79) and (80), respectively. Thin dashed lines indicate the predictions of
equations (87), (88) and (89), respectively. The coupling B between the curvature
and isocurvature perturbations is also shown.
ln(aH/k) = N , hence the logarithmic scale in the left panels directly corresponds to the
linear scale in the right panels. In figures 2–4, we also plot the evolution of the spectra,
denoted by the superscript (a), when one assumes the constant slow-roll approximation
after Hubble crossing, i.e. when one uses equations (87)–(89).
For completeness, we also discuss briefly the particular case where the generation of
isocurvature modes is effectively suppressed, situation which applies to some of the models
discussed in the literature for specific parameters and/or initial conditions.
5.3.1. Double inflation with canonical kinetic terms. In this example, the field χ initially
dominates the energy density of the Universe and drives the first part of inflation, and
only when it is almost at its minimum, inflation is further driven by φ. All the slow-
roll parameters are small at the Hubble crossing, which makes equations (78)–(80) an
excellent approximation of the numerical solutions of the equations of motion. Due to
the smallness of B = −2ησs ≈ 2dθ/dN right after the Hubble crossing, the curvature
perturbations become practically constant during the χ-domination. At the transition to
φ-dominated inflation B becomes large, which leads to a sizable increment in PR because
of interaction with the isocurvature perturbations. During φ-dominated inflation the
trajectory is almost straight again, the isocurvature perturbations decay quickly and the
curvature perturbations are frozen at the value acquired at the transition.
This model has the advantage that the numerical results can be directly compared to
analytical ones, as the time evolution of the perturbations can be solved without assuming
constancy of the slow-roll parameters [10], and we find a good agreement between two
approaches.
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Figure 3. Predictions for the spectra and correlations of the perturbations in
double inflation with non-canonical kinetic terms. Thick lines show the numerical
results for PR, PS and CRS or C̃ normalized to the single-field result (81),
respectively. Circles, stars and squares indicate the predictions of equations (78),
(79) and (80), respectively. Thin dashed lines indicate the predictions of
equations (87), (88) and (89), respectively. The coupling B between the curvature
and isocurvature perturbations is also shown.
5.3.2. Double inflation with non-canonical kinetic terms. In this example, the background
trajectory is almost straight. However, the slow-roll parameter ε is around 0.1, which
makes the coupling B large throughout the entire inflationary era. Figure 3 shows that
equations (78)–(80) are a good approximation for the spectra and correlations at the
Hubble crossing, k/aH = 1, but it is no longer true at super-Hubble scales, k/aH = 0.1
or 0.01, because the isocurvature perturbations already start feeding the curvature ones
sizably. As a result, the final curvature perturbations originate almost exclusively from the
interactions with the isocurvature modes, not from the fluctuations along the inflationary
trajectory, which makes the relative correlation coefficient very close to one.
5.3.3. Roulette inflation. As we already argued in section 5.2, most of the inflationary
trajectory in this example lies on the plateau of the potential (102), the slow-roll parameter
ε is very small, which makes the direct impact of the non-canonicality negligible. The
trajectory is, however, strongly curved in the field space and the interaction between the
isocurvature and curvature modes is still important. Again, equations (78)–(80) accurately
predict the spectra and correlations in the vicinity of the Hubble crossing, with deviations
on super-Hubble scales resulting from the sourcing of the curvature perturbations by the
isocurvature ones. Eventually, most of the curvature perturbations arise through this
effect.
5.3.4. Impact of the non-canonical terms. In order to estimate the impact of the non-
canonical kinetic terms, one can separate each of the coefficients (36)–(39) into two parts:
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Figure 4. Predictions for the spectra and correlations of the perturbations in
roulette inflation. Thick lines show the numerical results for PR, PS and CRS or
C̃ normalized to the single-field result (81), respectively. Circles, stars and squares
indicate the predictions of equations (78), (79) and (80), respectively. Thin
dashed lines indicate the predictions of equations (87), (88) and (89), respectively.
The coupling B between the curvature and isocurvature perturbations is also
shown.
the terms that depend explicitly on the derivatives of non-canonical function b and those
which do not. For example, the coefficient that is directly responsible for the transfer of
isocurvature modes into curvature modes, Cσs is decomposed into a ‘canonical’ component
C
(c)


















, C(nc)σs = 2bφ(s
3
θVσ − c3θVs). (104)
The other coefficients can be decomposed similarly5.
For the two models with non-canonical kinetic terms, we have compared in figure 5 the
canonical and non-canonical contributions of the various coefficients. For double inflation
with non-canonical kinetic terms, the non-canonical contribution in Cσs is dominant and
therefore plays a crucial role in the evolution of the curvature mode. For roulette inflation,
as already noticed earlier, the non-canonical contributions turn out to be negligible.
5.3.5. Effectively single-field cases. Many supergravity- or string-inspired models aim at
describing supersymmetry breaking and inflation in a unified framework. Often, despite
the presence of many scalar fields, one can find model parameters and initial conditions
such that only for one combination of the fields a potential is sufficiently flat to support
5 Note that there is some arbitrariness in this decomposition: the decomposition would be different if one expresses
Vσ in terms of θ̇ via the background equation (33).
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Figure 5. Evolution of the coefficients C(c)σs and C
(nc)
σs defined in (104),
parametrizing the coupling between the curvature and isocurvature modes: (a)
for double inflation with non-canonical kinetic terms and (b) for roulette inflation.
inflation, e.g. in pseudo-Goldstone inflation [15], ‘better racetrack’ scenario [16], no-scale
supergravity models with moduli stabilized through D-terms [17] or in D-term uplifted
supergravity of [18]. In these works, small values of the field velocity (i.e. ε  1) have
been ensured by setting the initial conditions in the vicinity of the saddle point of the
potential, while small curvature of the potential along one direction has been obtained by
a fine-tuning of the parameters. It has been assumed that the isocurvature perturbations
decay fast after the Hubble radius crossing and do not affect the curvature perturbations
even though the trajectory in the field space can have sharp turns at later stages of the
inflationary evolution. Consequently, the single-field approximation (81) has been used in
these works to account for the spectra of the curvature perturbation.
In the two-field language developed in the present paper, the situation described above
corresponds to ηss  O(1)  |ησσ|, |ησs|, ε. This justifies setting Θ∗ = 0 in equations (68)–
(70), which is equivalent to the assumption that the curvature and isocurvature modes
evolve independently. While we can still apply the slow-roll expansion that led to
equation (78) for the power spectrum of the curvature perturbations, we now have to use
the full result (66) to describe the spectrum of the isocurvature modes. For ηss  O(1),
the latter result decays very fast for k|τ | → 0 and we conclude that the isocurvature
modes become irrelevant for the evolution of the curvature perturbations soon after the
Hubble radius crossing.
We checked numerically that the above conclusion applies for the models described
in [17], which are easily reduced to the two-field case and their inflationary trajectories are
curved in the field space. For simplicity, we would like, however, to illustrate this point
with the model of double inflation with standard kinetic terms, described in section 5.2.1,
for which we set the initial condition φi = 50χi. Then the heavy field χ contributes
negligibly to the potential energy and ηss∗  0.4. In figure 6, we plot the numerically
calculated spectra of the curvature and isocurvature perturbations and compare them
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Figure 6. Predictions for the spectra and correlations of the perturbations in
the effective single-field case. The lines show the numerical results for PR and
PS , circles correspond to prediction of equation (78) and stars correspond to the
analytic calculation outlined in section 5.3.5.
with the analytic approximations outlined above. The decay of the isocurvature modes
agrees with the solution (66), for which we show two cases: the small solid stars correspond
to the constant value of ηss, whereas the large empty stars show the result corresponding
to adjusting the index of the Hankel function in equation (66) to the value of ηss at a
given instant, i.e. ηss = 0.40, 0.42, 0.44 for (k/aH)
−1 = 1, 10, 100, respectively. With
the isocurvature modes absent, the curvature perturbations are excellently described by
the single-field result, which justifies the use of the single-field approximations in the
situations described above.
5.3.6. Closing discussion. The three examples presented here show that in multi-field
inflationary models, a large part of the curvature perturbations can originate from
interactions between the curvature and isocurvature perturbations on super-Hubble scales,
not only from quantum fluctuations along the trajectory at the Hubble exit. In such cases,
the single-field result (81) does not provide a correct prediction either for the normalization
of the power spectrum or for its spectral index
ns = 1 + d lnPR/d ln k. (105)
There are techniques which allow relating the spectral index of the curvature
perturbations, ns, to the spectral indices of the entropy perturbations and the curvature–
entropy correlations through a set of consistency relations [19, 22, 13], but all these
quantities separately depend on the super-Hubble evolution of the perturbations. Again,
we find it the most straightforward to calculate the spectral index ns for each model
numerically. In table 1, we compare naive estimate ns ∼ 1−6ε∗+2ησσ∗ and the predictions
of equation (81) for the spectral index ns with the numerical results of section 5.3. In
our three examples, one can see that the single-field result significantly overestimates the
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Table 1. A comparison between the predictions for the spectral index ns in the
three examples of inflationary models described in section 5.2. The third column
contains result derived from the single-field approximation (81); the result of full
numerical calculations are shown in the fourth column.
ns 1 − 6ε∗ + 2ησσ∗ Single-field result Full result
Double inflation (canonical) 0.929 0.982 0.967
Double inflation (non-canonical) 0.953 0.968 0.934
Roulette inflation 1.017 1.019 0.932
correct spectral index. The discrepancies that we find follow from the fact that the two
types of perturbations experience the slow roll of the background fields and the curvature
of the inflationary potential in a different way. Then, if the final curvature perturbations
originate mainly from the isocurvature ones, they inherit the features of the isocurvature
power spectra at the Hubble crossing.
6. Conclusion
In this paper, we have studied two-field inflation and extended several previous results on
curvature and isocurvature perturbations to the case of non-standard kinetic terms.
First, we have calculated analytically the curvature and isocurvature spectra, as well
as the correlation, just after Hubble crossing for two-field inflation models, including
next-to-leading order corrections in the slow-roll approximation. Our results (78)–(80)
generalize those of Byrnes and Wands, who assumed only standard kinetic terms. We
have also given a refined analytical treatment of the spectra around Hubble crossing,
which is important when the perturbations still evolve after Hubble crossing.
Second, we have studied numerically the evolution of the curvature and isocurvature
perturbations after the Hubble crossing. This type of analysis is important since in multi-
field inflation, in contrast with single-field inflation, the curvature perturbation spectrum
after inflation is in general different from the curvature perturbation spectra at Hubble
crossing because of isocurvature perturbations, as first emphasized in [6]. This well-
known result applies to multi-field inflation with either standard or non-standard kinetic
terms. This effect has been studied numerically for standard kinetic terms, using the
decomposition into instantaneous curvature and isocurvature, in the analysis of [23]. We
have done a similar analysis here for non-standard kinetic terms. In particular, we have
compared the numerical evolution of the perturbations with an analytical approximation,
which we denoted the constant slow-roll approximation: this approximation assumes not
only that the slow-roll approximation is valid, but also that the slow-roll parameters
remain almost constant during the subsequent evolution where isocurvature perturbations
are significant. This approximation has been used in [21] to compute the ‘final’ spectra in
the context of non-standard kinetic terms. In most cases, this approximation is however
not very realistic as we clearly show in our numerical study. We have also estimated
the impact of non-standard kinetic terms on the coupled evolution of the curvature and
isocurvature modes.
There has been a recent interest in constructing inflationary models in the context
of string theory. These models naturally lead to scalar fields with non-standard kinetic
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terms, to which our analysis can apply. In this work, we have studied a very recent model,
called ‘roulette’ inflation, and computed quantitatively the final curvature spectrum, thus
showing that the influence of isocurvature modes on super-Hubble scales turns out to be
very important. Note that the authors of [14] computed the final curvature spectrum
by using a ‘single-inflaton approximation’. They stress however that isocurvature effects
‘could produce big effects’, which we indeed confirm in our analysis.
As a message of caution for the readers who are not familiar with the effect of
isocurvature modes in multi-field inflation, we have also computed the spectral index for
curvature perturbations in a few models and contrasted it with the value that one would
naively obtain by using the curvature perturbation at Hubble radius like in single-field
inflation.
Finally, an interesting question, which goes beyond the scope of this paper, would be
to investigate in which circumstances these multi-field models could produce isocurvature
perturbations, after inflation and the reheating phase. These ‘primordial’ isocurvature
perturbations are today severely constrained by CMB data.
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